
Religious Studies 

This course provides an engaging and challenging study of religion through the three complementary 

disciplines of philosophy of religion, ethics and theology. Across the course students engage with a 

wide range of ideas, arguments and perspectives. They develop the ability to analyse and evaluate 

different viewpoints, construct well-reasoned responses, and communicate their ideas clearly and 

effectively. Students also build strong textual analysis and critical thinking skills, alongside developing 

academic essay writing at an advanced level.  

Religious Studies is open to students of any religious background or none, and no prior study at GCSE 

level is required.  

The OCR A level (H573) consists of three components of equal value: Philosophy of Religion (H573/01), 

Religion and Ethics (H573/02) and Developments in Christian Thought (H573/03). Each of the three 

units is assessed by a 2-hour written examination.  

 

Philosophy of Religion (H573/01) 

In this component, students explore central philosophical questions. They study ancient philosophical 

influences, focusing on Plato and Aristotle, before examining key debates about the nature of the soul, 

mind and body, including dualism and materialism.  

Students analyse and evaluate arguments for and against the existence of God, including the 

ontological, cosmological and teleological arguments, alongside challenges to these arguments. They 

also consider the nature and significance of religious experience, the problem of evil, and philosophical 

questions about the nature and attributes of God. The component concludes with an exploration of 

religious language, including debates about whether religious language is meaningful.  

 

Religion and Ethics (H573/02) 

This component introduces students to major normative ethical theories, including natural law 

(Aquinas), situation ethics (Fletcher), Kantian ethics and utilitarianism (Bentham and Mill). Students 

apply these theories to contemporary issues including euthanasia, business ethics and sexual ethics.  

They also study the nature and role of conscience, as understood by thinkers such as Aquinas and 

Freud. The component concludes with meta-ethics, where students explore different approaches to 

ethical language, including whether moral statements can be considered objective, subjective or 

meaningful.  

 

Developments in Religious Thought (H573/03) 

This component focuses on Christianity, exploring how beliefs, teachings and practices have 

developed over time. Students study key theological ideas, including the person of Jesus Christ and 



theories of salvation, as well as different ways in which Christianity understands human nature and 

moral responsibility.  

 

They examine sources of wisdom and authority, including the Bible and the role of the Church, and 

consider how these are interpreted in different ways across Christian traditions. A significant focus of 

this component is the relationship between Christianity and the modern world. Students explore 

contemporary debates around secularism, religious pluralism and gender, including feminist and 

liberation theology, and consider how Christianity responds to an increasingly diverse and changing 

society.  
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